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Circus Comes ’Round 
For Jr.-Sr. Party 

“Big Tent” Pitched For 600 
Merrymakers At “The 
Lorraine” 


“Get your peanuts! Popcorn! Can¬ 
dy!”—the perennial cry of the circus 
vendor—was the chant of the barker 
at the Junior-Senior party. For the 
Junior-Senior Circus had come to 
town and the Lorraine Ballroom, 
Broadway near Sumner Ave. was 
the parade ground for this gala af¬ 
fair on December 16. 

Upon entering the big tent, the 
Seniors were greeted by a tuneful 
swing melody emanating from a 
nickelodeon in the corner. Two ex¬ 
otic maidens in slinky attire beguiled 
the guests by telling their fortunes 
based on time-old gypsy lore. 

After a swing session, a circle was 
formed and the highlight of the day 
was presented—a play based on cir¬ 
cus life. The plot revealed the 
headaches of Col. Droopy and 
his troupe of circus performers. 
Their normal routine was interrupt¬ 
ed by the murder of the dastardly 
heckler. As the two last acts had 
to be scrapped for the more impor¬ 
tant business of the day—namely— 
appeasing the unrestrained appetite 
oi the Seniors, the solution and finis 
remained a mystery. However, as it 
is the policy of the Record to en¬ 
lighten its readers on school activi¬ 
ties, it is but proper to say that the 
“victim” was brought back alive by 
“Frank Muck.” 

(Continued on Page 3) 


“RECORD” TRYOUTS 

Try-outs for positions on the 
literary staff of the Record will 
be held on Monday, January 9, 
during the seventh period, in room 
K in the basement. 

Requirements for eligibility are 
as follows: 

1. An average of at least 80% 
in English. 

2. An average of at least 75% 
in all majors: 

3. No failure in any major. 

4. Recommendation by the 
English teacher. 

Candidates will be required to 
compose a news article from data 
given. 


Santa Clans Interviewed by Record Reporters 

As Girls’ High Radiates Christmas Spirit 




Faculty to Forget 
Lessons for Xmas 


“Mathlete” Issue Closes 

Busiest Club Season 


The Math Club, under the guid¬ 
ance of Miss DeHondt, has had a 
busy term. They planned and then 
carried out one of the most exten¬ 
sive programs of activities ever 
undertaken thus far. 

On December 15, the annual 
Geometry contest sponsored by the 
club was held. This contest, in the 
form of a Professor Quiz radio pro¬ 
gram, was one of the most novel 
competitions staged in the school. 
Each Math teacher submitted a 
round of questions of fairly equal 
difficulty, which the contestants at¬ 
tempted to answer. The winner was 
Theresa D'Errico, who will receive 
a medal at an assembly. Jessie 
Boyd came in second. Mr. Graser 
and Miss Miller acted as judges 
and kept score. Dr. Keyes came 
down to view the contest, while three 
representatives of Washington Irv¬ 
ing Math Club, two students and a 
teacher, came to find out how our 
contest was run, as they also hope to 
stage one and want ideas. 

On the Sunday preceding the con¬ 
test, the members of the club visited 
the Hayden Planetarium. The girls 
had been planning for a long time 
to make a trip to some place of 
scientific interest, and since the 
planetarium offered the double at¬ 
traction of a Christmas show and a 
Loyal League reduction, it was un¬ 
animously agreed upon. 

The semi-annual publication of the 
Math Club, the “Mathlete,” will come 
out on Thursday, December 22. It 
may be purchased for only $.05. 


“Jingle Bells! Jingle Bells! Jingle 
all the way!” But where? Some 
north, others south, some in little 
old New York. Many of the mem¬ 
bers of the faculty who were in¬ 
terviewed seem to prefer upstate 
New York and the suburban sections 
of New Jersey. During the holi¬ 
days, Dr. Keyes will visit her 
brother in Boston and attend a re¬ 
union of her college friends. Miss 
Evelyn Johnson, taking an active 
part in winter sports, intends to 
nass her vacation at Lake Placid. 
Looking forward to an icy Christ¬ 
mas, Mrs. Weiss hopes to romp in 
the snow and go skiing “er-er-that 
is, I'll be wearing ski pants.” Mr. 
Lane will prove his athletic strength 
playing hockey, and Miss Ruskin in¬ 
tends to indulge in many of the 
sports popular in the Adirondacks. 
Miss Rogers' main diversion during 
Christmas week will be skating in 
New Jersey and Mr. Miller who 
thinks, “If the weather is very cold, 
my vacation won't be so hot,” has 
chosen New Jersey and thereabouts 
for ice skating—“if the ice doesn't 
crack.” 

Not going very far north, but de¬ 
serting New York for a week, are 
Miss Parsons, who plans to visit 
friends in Schenectady, and Mrs. 
Wells, who will enjoy a rural Christ¬ 
mas at her country home. 

Mrs. Tishler hopes to leave New 
York with its ice and snow for sun¬ 
nier climes of Florida. Also choos- 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Jane Woronock, Alumna, 

Is Honored at Radcliffe 


Clubs and Classes To Sponsor 
Christmas Parties 


The People’s Choice 


&p\ 




Season’s Best Wishes 


One of Girls' High’s most talented 
alumnae, Jane Woronock, editor of 
the “Blue and Gold” a year ago, has 
been selected as one of the twenty- 
five students in the freshman class of 
Radcliffe College whose entrance re¬ 
cords give promise of “conspicuous 
ability.” These pupils were in¬ 
vited to a dinner at the college, 
which was in honor of fifteen sopho¬ 
mores whose freshmen records were 
the highest. 

The purpose of this dinner, which 
was sponsored by the Phi Beta Kap¬ 
pa of Radcliffe, was to single out for 
distinction early in their course those 
pupils who give promise of high at¬ 
tainment later. The dinner took 
place on December 9th and the 
Radcliffe chapter cordially in¬ 
vited to the dinner the former teach¬ 
ers of Jane whose distinction 
scholarship it honored. 


m 


Girls' High seems to be celebrat¬ 
ing Christmas, a bit prematurely, 
perhaps, with a goodly show of spir¬ 
it. Teachers, as well as students, are 
sharing in the various manifesta¬ 
tions of good will which are so 
abundant at this time of the year. 

The teachers' letter-boxes in the 
General Office, for instance, are a 
riot of color, overflowing with at¬ 
tractive Christmas cards and other 
tokens. 

Official classes went to work with Dr. Keyes Extends 

a will, filling their Christmas stock- ^ 

ings. It is reported that the great¬ 
est demand was for little boys and 
girls from four to six years of age. 

However, some classes found, to their 
surprise, that it was just as much 
fun to fill a box for a girl their own 
age. 

A long official period on Monday, 

December 19, was sc: aside for the 
pleasant task of fill? np the boxes and 
stockings. Many oL's and ah's were 
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held up to be admired. They were 
particularly enthusiastic when dolls 
and such were displayed. 

Parties seem to be the vogue this 
week. The Social Instruction Club, 
advised by Dr. Crow, Mrs. Pfeiffer, 

Mrs. Kosh, and Mrs. Benchin, will 
have a special Christmas entertain¬ 
ment on Friday, December 23. Some 
members of the club will present a 
scene from the “Birds' Christmas 
Carol,” by Kate Douglas Wiggin. The 
entertainment committee is being 
headed by Lorraine Olsen. 

As usual, most of the official 
classes will have parties on Friday. 

Some will entertain others, but in 
any case, all will have a good time. 

The Christmas Assembly will be 
the highlight of the day. This term, 
the program has been taken over by 
the Health Education and Music De¬ 
partments. Dances of various coun¬ 
tries will be performed, and then 
carols will be flashed on the screen 
and the entire assembly will join in. 
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Students Scour City In Quest 
For Santa 
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Pan-American Club Holds 
Joint Meeting With B.H.S. 


The Pan-American Club held its 
semi-annual joint meeting with Boys' 
High on Friday, December 2. Al¬ 
though it is not customary for a vis¬ 
iting club to prepare a program, the 
Boys' High Pan-American Club had 
planned a very delightful entertain¬ 
ment, with John Brown acting as 
Master of Ceremonies. Emile Henesh 
delivered some very enjoyable recita¬ 
tions, and Benjamin Bruckner gave 
a detailed description of the Span¬ 
ish game, Jai-Alai. Rubin Goldstein 
played several Spanish duets with 
Evelyn Levine of the Girls' High 
Pan-American Club. Lena Deuidici- 
bus' ballet dance and Helen Oriani's 
selections on the guitar were some 
of the highlights of the program. 

Refreshments and then dancing 
concluded a perfect afternoon. 


December 12, 1938 

Dear Girls: 

At this glad season you have all 
been very busy filling Christmas 
stockings for the children who, with¬ 
out your thoughtfulness, might have 
no “Merry Christmas.” So I thought 
I would fill a Christmas stocking 
for each one of you,—though you 
will have to use your imagination to 
see in your mind's eye these in¬ 
visible gifts of good wisJves. 

Well, let us see what our Christ¬ 
mas stocking contains. First you 
notice peeping over from the top a 
charming doll whose smiling face 
and shining eyes proclaim her name 
to be “Happy Disposition.” At first 
you think a doll a bit beneath you, 
but, after all, she's irresistible, and 
you clasp her warmly to your heart. 
After that, all the world seems right 
and the rest of the gifts take on 
new lustre. Here under Miss Happy 
is a beautiful little volume with the 
title “Love of Books.” Ah! that is 
a gift indeed, for to love books is 
to have a whole world of pleasure. 
And stuffed into holes and corners 
between other gifts are candies, 
sweet and delicious, all of the 
“Laughter” make. Surely I wish 
you plenty of laughter at Christmas 
time. Then—way down in the toe, 
where the best gift is always hid¬ 
den—you shall find a tiny box con¬ 
taining a precious jewel. It shines 
with different color for each of you. 
It is called “Your dearest wish.” 
Yes,—I would give to each of you 
if I could, the dearest wish of her 
own heart. Maybe sometime you 
will tell me what it is! 

Your friend, 

Rowena Keith Keyes 


On December 25th most members 
of the younger generation expect to 
be honored by a visit from a stocky 
little man with a flowing white 
beard. However, a group of report¬ 
ers grew tired of waiting for him. 
So, as the mountain refused to come 
to Mohammed, Mohammed went to 
the mountain; that is, these Rveord- 
ites visited Santa. Four of them 
went downtown and interviewed per¬ 
sonally each and every department 
store Santa Claus—all for you. 

“Can you please direct us to 
Santa Claus?” asked the trying to- 
look-nonchalant reporters of an in¬ 
different information clerk. Arch 
looks accompanied the directions. 
After eating peppermint lifesavers 
to keep their stomachs travelling at 
the same rate as the elevator, they 
arrived at Santa's door. They 
waited their turn, feeling a bit over¬ 
grown, and finally with a welcome 
gesture, he motioned them towards 
him. 

“Well, little girls, what do you 
want for Christmas?” he said, smil¬ 
ing benevolently. He was completely 
taken aback, when Edna, the little- 
est of the four, answerea in a de¬ 
termined voice, “A man, please, 
Santa!” Then, upon more serious 
questioning, our reporters discovered 
that for the past three Yuletides 
Santa has been seated on that same 
throne. The most common demand 
from children who visit him is for a 
baby brother or sister. They often 
request electric trains, but Santa 
tries to discourage them by telling 
them that they tend to blow fuses 
(and they're expensive). They 
learned also that Santa must be up 
on his child psychology, for dealing 
with precocious youngsters is no pic¬ 
nic. 

After explaining his manner of 
handling children, the Santa Claus 
in Woolworth's stated in disgust, “If 
you want to see what a Santa Claus 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Dr. Keyes Reads Poetry 

With English 8 Classes 


In order that the Seniors may be¬ 
come better acquainted with their 
principal, Dr. Keyes has planned to 
teach each Senior English class once. 
The Maroon Ties have greeted this 
idea with great enthusiasm. Some 
seniors, on being questioned about 
their reactions, replied that they had 
enjoyed the lesson tremendously and 
hoped to have the pleasure again. 


Margaret Watters Victor 

In City-Wide Contest 

Margaret Watters has succeeded 
in bringing laurels to Girls' High 
School. She was the winner among 
the city-wide seventh term contest¬ 
ants in the recent Chamber of Com¬ 
merce competition. The subject of 
the essay was, “The Significance of 
the World's Fair 1939 to World 
Commerce.” Her parents accompan¬ 
ied her on Friday, December 16, to 
the Great Hall of the Chamber of 
Commerce where she received her 
prize—$15. 

Margaret's school activities are 
numerous. She is a member of Sen¬ 
ior Arista and the Leaders’ Club, 
and is a reporter on the Record 
Literary Staff. 

When Margaret was asked how 
she felt about this honor, she mere¬ 
ly said, “Well, anyone could do it. 
I'm just very glad that someone 
from Girls' High won.” Another 
question flung at her was, “What do 
you intend to do with your prize- 
money?” Her answer was, “Well, 
Christmas is just around the cor¬ 
ner.” 
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“God Bless Us, Everyone!” 

About this time every year most people seem to 
undergo a perceptible change in character. Un¬ 
consciously, Marian will kiss her little sister good¬ 
night, and call her “dear” several times a day. 
When the train lurches and throws the staid Mr. 
Williams into the ample lap of Mrs. Smythe, his 
apologetic gestures are met with gracious smiles 
of pardon instead of glaring glances. In other 
words, the atmosphere prevalent at this time is 
one of 

“Peace on Earth, 

Good will towards men.” 

Because of this pleasant holiday spirit, Christ- 
mas has been accepted as almost a universal holi¬ 
day and all of us enjoy partaking of its joyous 
congeniality. 

If only all people displayed this warmth and 
cordiality in all countries and at all times! 


“Resolved, That — 99 

Just about December 27th, when the “Merry 
Christmases” have ceased, but the “Happy New 
Years” are still pouring in thick and fast, you 
can’t help thinking of what the New Year may 
held for you. 

You begin to lie awake nights, planning the con¬ 
tents of the newest page in your Book of Resolu¬ 
tions. 

Davy determines never again to be late for bas¬ 
ketball practice, but let him bump into Joan on the 
corner, and—pffft—there go his resolutions! Claire 
decides to do her own Math homework every night, 
but let Clark Gable be playing at the Bijou and— 
pffft—there go her resolutions! Doris promises 
faithfully to listen to Toscanini Saturday evening, 
but when she learns that the Hit Parade is on at 
the same time—pffft—there go her resolutions! 

You can’t help wondering if this “Book of Res¬ 
olutions” is a loose-leaf model, for though you turn 
over a new leaf every year, the freshness of the 
pages and the good will behind the resolutions 
seem to undergo a great deal of wear, until finally, 
you drop the book and the pages fall out. 

Will this year be different? Probably not! For 
although the strength of your will power may be 
measured by the length of time you abide by the 
resolutions, what really counts is the spirit in 
which these resolves are made. 

Season’s Greetings 

The Record staff wishes to take this opportunity 
to extend to the whole school its sincerest wishes 
for a merry Christmas and a glad New Year. 


INQUIRING REPORTER 

By PEARL WAGNER 


A picture of a I 
jolly, red-faced, 
and white-haired 
Santa Claus rid¬ 
ing over the 
rooftops in his 
sleigh on Christ¬ 
mas Eve has 
been stamped in 
children’s minds 
for years and 
years. At Christ¬ 
mas time, therefore, we think of this 
question: “Do you think children 
should be led to believe in an actual 
Santa Claus?” 

PRO 

Alice Coles—Division 8: 

“Decidedly! Believing in Saint 
Nick is a wonderful ideal. If I were 
a young child, I would believe in it 
all over again. Santa, in my eyes, 
is the portrait of the spirit of giv¬ 
ing—for the pleasure of giving. 
He’s the entire spirit of Christmas 
in himself. When parents play the 
part of Santa, they automatically 
believe it’s better to give than to 
receive. This belief in Santa Claus 
is good for both the parents and 
the children.” 

Maureen Horne—Division 7: 

“Yes, but I think they should be 
told the truth when they’re about 
twelve years of age. Children really 
enjoy visiting Santa at Christmas 
time and writing letters to him, in 
order to make Xmas demands. This 
is a custom all over the world and 
provides so much fun that it would 
be a pity to allow a child to grow 
up without having believed in Santa 
Claus.” 

Naomi Kinsey—Division 5: 

“I think a child should have that 
belief. A youngster has something 
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P. M. Parade 

By EVELYN KANE 
and JUNE BENZ 


’Twas a week before Christmas 
Our column was due! 

We ransacked the corridors, 
Nothing was new! 

We searched from the attic 
To the basement below 
In hope of some news, 

A tid-bit or so 

At last we had found it, 

Tucked far away, 

At last, we had found it, 

Oh! Happy day. 

Bows and Beaux 

There are beaus and bows, but 
at the present, we are going to relay 
to you a story about bows, pink, 
green and blue ones. They say a 
fad spreads like wild fire and I’m 
beginning to believe it. Some or 
most of our fashionable P.M.’ers, 
wear bows in their hair, on their 
wrists, and on their necks. Beaus 
are always news, but it is seldom 
that bows are in the spotlight. 

Math Contest 

Guaranteed to kill or cure by reg¬ 
istered physicians, J. B. & E. K. give 
you “Geometry” the famous cure-all. 
But don’t get us wrong. Geometry 
can be loads of fun and that state¬ 
ment was proved by no indirect 
method when the Math Club spon¬ 
sored a Geometry contest and put 
10 girls of Division 4 to the test 
of talking in circles. After doing 
a miniature Prof. Quiz by selecting 
their own problems (and were they? 
Oh, boy!), the girls finished the con¬ 
test and brought Theresa D’Errico 
up as victor and winner of the Ge¬ 
ometry Medal, with Jessie Boyd run¬ 
ning a close second. 

And so we exclaim as we run 
out of sight, 

“This column is through, What 
a job, Good night” 


to look forward to at this time of 
the year. The suspense connected 
with Santa’s gifts brightens Christ¬ 
mas time. If a child is not raised 
with this belief, he will lack a cer¬ 
tain childlike innocence and joy, and 
anyway—Christmas just isn’t Christ¬ 
mas without Santa Claus!” 

CON 

Hilda Yearwood—Division 8: 

“I don’t approve of this belief, be¬ 
cause parents use it as a weapon. 
They make a child miserable by 
threatening that Santa will bring 
him nothing if he is naughty. 
Therefore, the child is good only for 
a short time before Christmas in 
order to receive presents. In other 
words—Santa’s visit is used as a 
reward for temporary goodness. 
Furthermore, a child is disappointed 
in his parents when he learns the 
truth.” 

Joan Loebenstein—Division 7: 

“No. During the present depres¬ 
sion, parents cannot afford the idea. 
Children expect so much from Santa 
Claus, and are disappointed when 
their parents cannot comply with 
the demands. Any average intelligent 
child would not believe in the idea, 
with all the department store 
Santas, who vary noticeably in ap¬ 
pearance.” 

Evelyn Walder—Division 5: 

“When parents raise their children 
to believe in this ideal, they give 
them false hopes. It’s a terrible 
disappointment when a child is 
finally told that Santa is a myth. 
When this discovery is made, the 
child loses faith in his parents. Par¬ 
ents should allow children to have 
their own ideas concerning the sub¬ 
ject, neither encouraging nor discour¬ 
aging them. At Christmas time I 
think the parents have more fun 
playing Santa than the kiddies have 
believing in him!” 

Girls’ High students are, of course, 
a bit over the “youngster” age, but 
how many (be honest!) would not 
be pleased if they hung up a stock¬ 
ing Christmas Eve and found it 
bulging with gifts from “le Bon- 
homme Noel” on Christmas morn? 


Annex-Dotes 

By CATHERINE DALRYMPLE 


In keeping with the festive mood 
that comes about this time of the 
year, the Annex has changed her 
drab dress for one of red and green. 

Already Christmas parties are the 
vogue. The Annex Log staff and 
some of the faculty members en¬ 
joyed a party. You should have 
seen Miss Parsons touch her toes 
without bending her knees. She 
really did it, but, you know, once a 
gym teacher—always athletic. 

The jingle of Christmas bells in 
the Annex has nothing to do with 
Santa’s sleigh; it’s only the Annex 
actresses practicing their play. They 
are presenting the thrilling perform¬ 
ance of “Alias Santa Claus.” You 
should have dropped around and 
seen the masterpiece on Wednes¬ 
day. 

In addition to the first termers’ 
participation in the Girls’ High gala 
Christmas Entertainment, the second 
termers will give an expert imita¬ 
tion of the Flora Dora Dance (and 
are they experts!). 

The Junior Arista of the main 
building has accepted the challenge 
of the Junior Arista here in the 
Annex to play Volley Ball. The 
game is to come off some time in 
January. We, of course, hope to 
win. Inasmuch as the Main Build¬ 
ing girls have not practiced much, 
we hope to be the victors. (We 
hope to, but they may beat us yet.) 

Cheerio, till we meet again. 



Letters To The Editor 


Dear Editor: 

In all the years that the “Blue and Gold” has 
been in existence, there has rarely been a word 
of praise for it from the girls. Here is a school 
magazine which gives marvelous opportunities to 
pupils for displaying their writing ability. Every 
copy is filled with excellent poetry and short 
stories written by girls whose talent would prob¬ 
ably stay hidden and never be given a chance 
to develop. Not only does it help aspiring au¬ 
thors to get started on a career, but it gives the 
girls who do not write many hours of pleasant 
enjoyment and happiness. Certainly, a magazine 
such as this should cause our chests to swell with 
pride, and make us give three cheers for the “Blue 
and Gold.” Very truly, 

Louise Addley, Division 5 


By ELAINE JOSEPHS 


VIEWS 



What a Life”-Biltmore Theatre 

The theatregoers of New York 
have evidently taken the pupils of 
Central High School to their 
hearts, for the pranks of Henry 
Aldrich are still as numerous and 
as ingenious as they were nine 
months ago. Possessing an un¬ 
canny ability for trouble, Master 
Aldrich is placed on probation by 
the harassed principal. Because 
of unforeseen developments, he is 
suspended. This fact does not 
dampen Henry’s spirits, until his girl finds 
out the cause of his sudden departure from the 
school. Among his alleged misdemeanors are: 
caricaturing the faculty, annoying the teachers, 
causing unwarranted disturbances, cribbing on the 
all-important Roman History Exam, and pawning 
the instruments of the school orchestra. The 
parents of this precocious youngster are sorely 
vexed, as Papa is President of the Parent-Teach¬ 
ers Association. All the situations plus the 
romance between the Principal’s attractive, pert 
secretary and the assistant-principal are cleared 
up in the hilarious third act. 

The characterizations are extremely clever, in¬ 
cluding the gym teacher in her bloomers and 
white sweater, the “freezing” Botany teacher, and 
the vexed Music supervisor. Ezra Stone portrays 
young Henry, and really looks, acts, and sounds 
the part, as his voice is pitched at a high treble 
and fluctuates amazingly. Radio listeners can hear 
the further adventures of Henry Aldrich and his 
family on Thursday night on the Kate Smith 
Hour, 8:00-9:00, W. A. B. C. 

REVIEWS 


“Brattleboro Theatre”—St. Felix St. Playhouse 

Brooklyn has long been in need of legitimate 
theatres and now her prayers have been answered. 
Two plays have already been given by the Brattle¬ 
boro group—“Conjur” and “If You Get It, Do 
You Want It?” The former was a story of 
witchcraft and potions, describing the supersti¬ 
tious minds of the Southern slaves, and their 
methods of dealing with their enemies. The other 
play is a direct antithesis of this tragedy, deal¬ 
ing with the venture of a happy-go-lucky individ¬ 
ual in a harnessing business, a business which 
he enters because of the persuasion of a friend. 
This comedy about art galleries, painters, dealers, 
critics, and patrons is excellent entertainment. 
The next production will start January 9. It is 
an adaptation of Shakespeare’s “Merchant of Ven¬ 
ice” in modern dress and should prove exciting. 


PIC VIEWS 

Pygmalion—Astor Theatre 

Inaugurating a new popular policy, the Astor 
is showing Bernard Shaw’s hilarious satire on 
society, “Pygmalion.” Leslie Howard plays the 
part of the professor of phonetics who molds the 
perfect lady out of a girl from the lower strata 
of society. This proves successful, but the 
consequences of his act alter his life. The movie 
version adds to the popularity of the play, de¬ 
tracting not a little from the original. Wendy 
Hiller is cast as the noble experiment. There are 
other new pictures which will be playing at the 
neighborhood theatres during Christmas week, 
which you won’t want to miss. The best bets 
are listed below: 

“Out West With the Hardys” 

“Brother Rat” 

“Dramatic School” 

“Submarine Patrol” 

“Angels With Dirty Faces” 

“The Citadel” 

“The Great Waltz” 
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’ROUND THE CORRIDORS 

Margaret Kelly 


There doesn’t 
seem to be any 
peace and quiet 
about Girls’ High 
any more. Time 
was when our 
venerable h a 1 Is 
preserved a 
decorous silence 
—but now all we 
hear is the 
rhythmic clang 
of bells heralding the end of each 
period and the unrhythmic noises of 
the girls changing classes. We stand 
and stare and there they are push¬ 
ing and shoving each other. 

Rumors have been circulating 
about for the last two weeks about 
a male member of the faculty who 
journeys daily to “Arthur Murray’s 
Dancing School” to become a “shag- 
ger.” An apple a day keeps the 
doctor away” provided it's the t( Big 
Apple,” or so they say. 

Speaking of laughs (we weren’t 
but that’s all right), Paulette Abra¬ 
ham certainly has the laugh on us. 
We published an item in our last 
column about Paulette, only to dis¬ 
cover that “that certain Erasmian” 
is a very good friend of ours. Et 
tu, Brute? 

Better late than never. Despite 
the fact that our thoughts are now 
turning towards finals we are print¬ 
ing some mid-term boners . In the 
English four exam, a girl with a 
mistaken idea of what “ spinet” 
meant, wrote the following sentence 
—“The spinet was spinning at her 
spinning wheel.” A girl writing a 
chapter of her autobiography wrote 
the following sentence, “The only 
makeup I use is power.” Another 
“wears her prettiest bathing suit 
and scandals when she goes swim¬ 
ming.” On another exam the stu¬ 
dent (?) upon being asked to 
name two works by the author of 
Ivanhoe, put down — Scott’s Ivanhoe 
and Scott’s Emulsion. 

We always thought that girls did 
not have a very clear concept of 
football but after hearing the follow¬ 
ing our belief is confirmed. The team 
was being coached by a f ootball 
couch. Oh well, Webster defines 
coach as a wagon so, maybe she 
isn’t so bad. 


Marion Ward had an equation 
wrong in Chemistry last week. The 
teacher tried to explain the error 
to Marion. Finally losing patience, 
he excitedly exclaimed, “The trouble 
with you, Miss Ward, is that you 
can’t tell a- molecule from atom.” 
(Adam?) 

Many historians have doubted the 
existence of such a person as King 
Arthur. But Stella Moskowitz has 
indisputable authentic proof that he 
not only existed but was a president 
as well as King. In an assignment 
given her concerning King Arthur, 
Stella brought in the following re¬ 
port from an encyclopedia. Arthur 
was bom in the early part of the 
19 th century. He became president 
of the United States upon Garfield’s 
death. In 1878 'etc., etc., etc. ’Nuff 
said. 

A certain Mr. X has become quite 
famous lately. Every other day Pearl 
Wagner receives a letter from an un¬ 
known admirer expounding her charm 
and wit, in verse no less. Pearl is 
very curious to discover just who 
this unknown admirer is and even we 
are slightly curious. 

The old grads just can’t seem to 
resist the lure of G. H. S. ’Round 
the corridors lately we’ve seen Alice 
Monroe, Gerty Kassack, Lucille Zeit- 
lin, Clara Braitman, Harriet Rabin- 
owitz, and Edith Sokol. 

The life of a newspaper reporter 
is certainly no bed of roses, as the 
girls on our staff can testify. Some 
enterprising “Recordites” went out 
on an assignment last week; namely, 
to find Santa Claus, interview him, 
and snap him. ( Incidentally, Mrs. 
Weiss, who knew about this daring 
venture and who feared the con¬ 
sequences, gave them her telephone 
number in case they needed to be 
bailed out of jail.) Santa’s eyes must 
have grown round with wonder as 
he gazed upon these precocious 
overgrown youngsters who waited in 
line to see him. Edna Artzis lent 
an air of reality by actually sitting 
on the old Saint’s lap. 


Tiptype No. 5 


Shirley Illions, 
- the Seniors’ 

choice for “Most 
Versatile Girl”, 
9k lives up to her 
reputation. She 
mSr Mmk is quite an act- 
ress, and her 
singing ability 
has not remained 
unnoticed. Her 
skill in ping-pong is a well-establish¬ 
ed fact. Like the rest of us, Shirley 
has likes and dislikes. Some of the 
former are Charlie McCarthy (she 
still can’t believe that he isn’t real), 
le francais, “Bill” (a friend, no 
doubt), and stamp collecting. She 
has a strong dislike for poetry and 
politics. Shirley intends to go to 
Brooklyn College, and after that 
she wishes to fulfill her two am¬ 
bitions — teaching a kindergarten 
class, and playing a saxophone. 


Highlights 

By PAULETTE ABRAHAM 


Class Cuts Capers 

Did you ever see Wynken, Blyn- 
ken, and Nod, Indians (with and 
without papooses) Diogenes, Cap’t. 
Kidd, Lily Pons, the Lone Ranger, 
Cicero, and Little Audrey all at 
once, let alone in a school? Well, 
students of Walton High School did, 
as their sophisticated (?) seniors 
strutted through the halls of the 
building on their day of days—Sen¬ 
ior Day—there called Class Night. 
As usual, pantomines, monologues, 
and skits were presented by these 

dramatically inclined students, at 
which the audience just laughed and 
laughed, and the future Pons-es ren¬ 
dered their versions of popular and 
not so popular music. Original 

words put to popular tunes were 
then sung by the entire class, end¬ 
ing a very original Class Night 
performance. 

Ah! Food! 

Maybe the thought of Christmas 
with its roasted something or other 

and its striped peppermint canes, 

or possibly the thought of how to 
keep oneself slim for New Year’s for¬ 
mal, brought the question of dietetics 
to the minds of many high school 
students, but no matter what the 
cause is the fact remains that stu¬ 
dents of both Girls’ Commercial and 
Jamaica High Schools have been suf¬ 
ficiently interested in foods lately 
to interview their respective dieti¬ 
cians. The results are interesting 
—Commercialites, unlike Girls’ High- 
ites (to coin a word) do not like 
hot plates and soups, while the least 
liked foods in Jamaica High are 
liver, eggs, and wholewheat bread. 
Did you know that the school is 
really making a profit when it sells 
milk for four cents a half-pint, for 
it really costs only .03875 cents—a 
profit of 125/100,000. Cole-slaw, 
chicken, tuna fish, and butterscotch 
and chocolate puddings are the 
favorite foods of the students. Each 
slice of bread has to be accounted 
for and each sandwich has an exact 
amount of food on it. There, too, 
hot-plates are not popular. Prob¬ 
ably, they haven’t the special ten 
cent lunches that make hot-plates so 
popular here. 

Merry Christmas 

Now is the time for all good 
columnists to send their best holiday 
wishes to one and all (that certainly 
shouldn’t apply to us). Well, since 
I can’t fit a Jingle Bells or Santa 
Claus in here, I’ll just have to wish 
you a crop of Christmas cheer and 
a Dandy New Year’s Eve date, and 
since we are known to be very cruel, 
we hope that when the New Year 
begins I’ll still be with you as writer 
of “Highlights” in the world of High 
Schools. 


Prizes Awarded For 
Biology Class Exhibit 

The girls in Miss Wells’ biology 
class 1011 were the participants in a 
biology contest which was held in the 
biology laboratory 325. The contest 
featured exhibits made by the stu¬ 
dents. Each entry was to show the 
construction of cells. They were 
judged on the basis of originality, 
excellence in the conception of the 
cell in the tissue, and construction 
of the cell. Prizes were awarded for 
the best exhibits in each category. 

The first prize for originality was 
awarded to Betty Ann Low. Ann 
Matthews’ exhibit brought her the 
first prize for excellent conception of 
the cells in the tissue. Montaz Free¬ 
man received the second prize for 
the construction of the cell. The 
entries were judged by Mrs. Foster 
and Mr. MacDonald. 

Jr. Sr. Party 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The refreshments were served by 
beribboned sevens wearing red bows 
and aprons made of crepe paper. 
Later, Jeanette Perlmutter intro¬ 
duced two dance contests. The win¬ 
ners of the Shag were Betty Galli- 
ardi Helen McHale, while Marian 
Mizerek and Patricia Mullen won 
the Conservative Dance Contest. The 
prizes were red boots filled with 
candy. 

Marian Mizerek was assistant di¬ 
rector of the play and took the part 
of the barker. Margaret White as 
Tarzan attired in the traditional leo¬ 
pard skin, trailed a box of Wheaties 
on roller skates. Josephine Krackehl 
was Colonel Droopy, Marion Silver- 
man—Lil Droopy, Hortense Gross— 
Gabby. Paulette Abrahams was 
Frank Muck and Anne Cappie, as 
Vera Scorina, the tight-rope walker, 
stopped the show. Ruth Gerl gave 
an unforgettable real life perfor¬ 
mance as the Fat Lady. The sing¬ 
ers were Ventura Boccio, Patricia 
Mullen, and the Heymann twins were 
our Siamese twins. Lillian Eck¬ 
stein, Heckler, and Jean Rinkor, 
Thin Man, completed the cast. 


Students Respond To 

School Spirit Drive 

Thursday, December 8, was set 
aside as Loyal League Day. Early 
in the morning blue and yellow bows 
were distributed to the officers of 
every room. Another colorful touch 
was supplied by the booths set up 
on each side of the main entrance 
for the sale of candy. 

By the use of the Friday time 
schedule, it was possible to have an 
assembly for Loyal League members 
only. Mrs. E. George Payne, wife 
of the president of New York Uni¬ 
versity, delivered some poetry read¬ 
ings. She read first ‘Pershing at 
the Front,” by Arthur Guiterman, 
and “Go Down, Death,” by James 
Weldon Johnson. This was followed 
by a vocal solo, “Tommy Lad,” by 
Wilma Niedegirks. Mrs. Payne then 
returned to recite two of T. A. 
Daly’s poems, “Padre Angelo” and 
“Mia Carlotta,” and “Wee Penny 
Whistle of Sandy McGraw,” by Rob¬ 
ert W. Service. 

This recitation was followed by a 
cornet solo played by Gertrude Wig¬ 
gins. Mrs. Payne then concluded 
the program with a reading of a 
poem about how good Willie be¬ 
comes at Christmas time. This 
poem, incidentally, is reprinted in 
this issue in our ‘From Ballad to 
Verse’ column. 


Fashionettes 

By ALICE LERNER 


The slogan of the season has been 
“Do Your Christmas Shopping 
Early!” However, if we are at all 
human, we will find that our shop¬ 
ping list is still unfinished. There¬ 
fore, last minute shopping hints are 
in order, for as every signpost tells 
us, “There are only three more days 
till Christmas.” 

At Loeser’s we see a charming 
display of gifts for mother. If 
mother has been casting a longing 
eye at the new marcasite brooches, 
that’s our cue. However, a suede 
bag monogrammed in heavy gold 
letters, or the new “zipperated” 
housecoat affair will also be greatly 
appreciated. 

In all probabilities Dad has been 
wishing for a new smoking jacket 
and leather “comfy” slippers. 

Big brother Bill can usually throw 
out hints in his unique style, as to 
what he wants for Christmas. For 
the past few weeks each letter from 
him has stated that the Cornell men 
are going in for pipe smoking, and 
what nifty pipes he does see. Of 
late his favorite topic has been the 
silver plated military set which 
adorns the wardrobe of Bob, his 
roommate. The set consists of two 
hairbrushes, a comb, and clothing 
brush all engraved with initials. Big 
brother might be a trifle disappointed 
if he does not receive one of the 
above. However, his disappointment 
would soon be forgotten upon re¬ 
ceipt of the new handkerchief and 
tie set or a silver initialed tie clip. 

Big sister has been craving a per¬ 
fume new and mysterious. If we 
feel rich, Tweed put out by the 
“prince of perfumers,” Lentheric, is 
the thing. But, of course, Coty’s 
perfume also has a very desirable 
fragrance, all its own. A compact 
is a suitable subsitutute. Macy’s 
is featuring a white compact and 
lipstick. 

Now we approach the delicate sub¬ 
ject of what to get for our newest 

beau, Melvyn K., or Bob R. 

Impersonal inexpensive objects are 
in good taste. A pair of pigskin 
gloves or a good book, such as 
“Listen the Wind,” by Anne Lind¬ 
bergh, would be just the thing. 

As the contents of our purse are 
rapidly evaporating, our numerous 
friends will be content with hankies, 
books, make-up sets, and new woolen 
Sonja Henie hood and gloves. 

A Merry Christmas! 

—o —•'—> 

N. Y. Times Representative 
Addresses Record Staff 

On December 8, the Record staff 
attended a lecture given by Mr. 
David Goldstein of the New York 
Times in Room K. Mr. Goldstein 
spoke about the tribulations and glor¬ 
ies of a journalist. He threw some 
light on the arrangement of the 
New York Times and politics and 
foreign affairs in relation to the 
newspaper. Mr. Goldstein spoke 
about a woman’s chance in the 
field of journalism. He stated that 
only those whose work is outstand¬ 
ing should pursue the course. 

-o- 

Theatre Discount 


“What a Life,” George Abbott’s 
rollicking comedy about high schools 
now in its ninth month at the Bilt- 
more Theatre, will play matinee as 
well as evening performances every 
day during Christmas Week. Special 
discount cards entitling students and 
faculty to purchase $3.00 seats for 
$1.00, and $2.00 best mazzanine seats 
for 75c, plus tax, will be hon¬ 
ored for every performance except 
Saturday evening. Discount cards 
may be obtained from Miss Roth, 
chairman of the English Department. 


Which reminds me that I want t 
wish you all a very Merry Christmc 
and a Happy New Year. 
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GIRLS’ HIGH RECORD 


December 22, 1938 


From Ballad 
To Verse 

MARGARETHA NESTLEN 

When Mrs. George V. Payne re¬ 
cited this poem in Loyal League As¬ 
sembly, everyone seemed to enjoy it 
so much that we thought you would 
like to see excerpts printed now. 

Jest ’Fore Christmas 
Father calls me William, sister calls 
me Will, 

Mother calls me Willie, but the fel¬ 
lers call me Bill! 

Mighty glad I ain’t a girl—ruther 
be a boy, 

Without them sashes, curls, an’ 
things that’s worn by Fauntleroy! 
Love to chawnk green apples an’ go 
swimmin’ in the lake— 

Hate to take the castor-ile they give 
for belly ache! 

’Most all the time, the whole year 
round, there ain’t no flies on me, 
But jest ’fore Christmas I’m as good 
as I kin be! 

Gran’ma says she hopes that when 
I git to be a man, 

I’ll be a missionarer like her oldest 
brother, Dan, 

As was et up by the cannibuls 
that lives in Ceylon Isle, 

Where every prospeck pleases, an’ 
only man is vile! 

But gran’ma she has never been to 
see a Wild West Show, 

Nor read the life of Dan’l Boone, 
or else I guess she’d know 
That Buff’lo Bill and cowboys is 
good enough for me! 

Excep’ jest ’fore Christmas, when 
I’m good as I kin be! 

But I am so perlite an’ tend’ so 
earnestly to biz, 

That mother says to father: “How 
improved our Willie is!” 

But father, havin’ been a boy his- 
self, suspicions me 
When, jest ’fore Christmas, I’m as 
good as I kin be! 

For Christmas, with its lots an’ lots 
of candies, cakes, an’ toys, 

Was made, they say, for proper kids 
an’ not for naughty boys; 

So wash yer face an’ bresh yer hair, 
an’ mind yer p’s an’ q’s, 

An’ don’t bust out yer pantaloons, 
an’ don’t wear out yer shoes; 

Say, “Yessum” to the ladies, an’ 
“Yessur” to the men, 

An’ when they’s company, don’t pass 
yer plate for pie again; 

But, thinkin’ of the things yer’d like 
to see upon that tree, 

Jest ’fore Christmas be as good as 
yer kin be! Eugene Field 

-o- 

New Italian Class 


All girls who are interested in 
studying Italian next term should 
inform Miss Anita Candela of Room 
125 AM about their intention, not 
later than January fourth. The rea¬ 
sons why a study of this language 
is desirable have already been ex¬ 
plained in the past. If a sufficient 
number of girls find it possible to 
fit this language into their program, 
it will be introduced in February. 
If you cannot see Miss Candela in 
person, write her a letter indicating 
your desire to study this language. 


TIME TO SKATE 



3 Sessions 
Daily— 

9:30 2:30 8:30 

Sunday Mornings, 10:30 

(Special I 
Oitceunl 


Weekday mornings, 
afternoons and Sat¬ 
urday mornings. A V ' card) 
Evenings, Saturday afternoons, Sunday 
and Holidays, 66c including checking 


40 *! 


BROOKLYN ICE PALACE 

Bedford and Atlantic Aves. 


Faculty to Forget 

Lessons For Xmas 


(Continued from Page 1) 

ing one of the more southern local¬ 
ities, Mr. Schumer plans tentatively 
to visit Washington, en famille. If, 
however, he does not make his pro¬ 
posed trip, his attic and cellar will 
receive a thorough cleaning. 

Bidding goodbye to the shores of 
America for one week, Mrs. Bead- 
man plans to cruise to tropical Cuba. 
Mr. Gallinger will make his annual 
Christmas visit to Havana. 

The fruit of Miss Pfister’s vaca¬ 
tion will be a new hand book for 
Girls’ High. Miss Roth, who intends 
to visit her brother and nieces, and 
also enjoy her new apartment, will 
spend part of her time acknowledg¬ 
ing her gifts, of which she hopes 
there will be many. 

Christmas parties in honor of her 
cousin’s marriage will take up most 
of Mrs. Fowler’s time, and domestic¬ 
ity including cleaning of bureau 
drawers will be Mrs. Pfeiffer’s vaca¬ 
tion. Miss Mabel Miller, who ex¬ 
pects to stay in the city with her 
family, will devote most of her time 
to her dog whom she feels she has 
sadly neglected, lately. Mr. Evans’ 
son will be welcomed home from 
college by his father, who plans an 
entertaining Christmas. Mr. Dono- 
deo, hoping that Santa will bring his 
young son lots of toys—“so I can 
play with them too,” is looking for¬ 
ward to a vacation at home, and 
Mr. Graser plans a typical Christ¬ 
mas celebration, including the tree 
and plum puddin’ with his family. 
Mrs. Meras, whose husband is presi¬ 
dent of the American Association of 
Teachers of French, will be present 
at the National Convention of this 
association during Christmas week. 

Happy vacation to all! 

-o- 

Santa Claus Interviewed 

By Record Reporters 


(Continued from Page 1) 
shouldn’t be, go to Me Crory’s.” 
But when the reporters reached 
McCrory’s, they searched in vain for 
the object of Wool worth’s Saint 
Nick’s disdain. He had gone out for 
a late lunch or an early dinner 
(they were undecided as to which). 

But by this time, their nonchalance 
entirely. squelched, the weak and 
weary four decided to return to 
their respective homes and await 
the time when the mountain would 
come to Mohammed. 



EXPERT PREPARATION 

FOR REGENTS, COLLEGE 
AND PROFESSION 

Secretarial and Business-Machine 
Courses. Unsurpassable I 
Thorough and Time-Conserving 
Day and Evening—Co-Ed 

BORO HALL ACADEMY 

FULLY ACCREDITED—LEADING 
PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOL 

DEKALB cor. FLATBUSH AVE. EXT. 

Opposite Paramount Theatre BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Telephone MAIN 4-8553 
Request Catalog—Enroll Now ! 


All About Mistletoe, Chimneys, And Such 

As Practiced By People In Other Lands 


When European immigrants come 
into this country, they usually bring 
their individual Christmas customs 
with them. The mixture of so many 
traditions makes them scarcely dis¬ 
tinguishable here, but in their old 
homelands many still exist. 

In Germany, the Alpine animals 
are said to have the gift of speech 
on Christmas Eve, but the people 
believe it is a sin to eavesdrop. If 
the Alpine beasts can do it, why 
can’t our pets do it? Maybe in time 
for next Christmas, you can train 
Rover to find out what Santa Claus 
(your pop?) is going to give you 
and then tell you before you’re really 
supposed to know. 

Here is another German Christmas 
legend. There is a common belief 
that wicked men, transformed into 
wolves on Christmas night, terror¬ 
ize the countryside. More modern 
rogues, taking advantage of this 
superstition, disguise themselves as 
wolves and attack people’s houses. 
Rather than to steal silver or money, 
it seems that the usual purpose is to 
get—Oh, you’d never guess—free 
beer! ! (Foamy business.) 

A curious Yugoslavian Yuletide 
custom (which, incidentally, we got 
from Mrs. Pfeiffer, who in turn got 
it first-hand from a friend) is the 
placing by the farmers of their im¬ 
plements under the dinner table on 
Christmas Eve to symbolize their 
value. Then before the family din¬ 
ner begins, the father blesses each 
farm tool. 

In merrie England in the seven- i 


teenth century, it was the right of 
any maid to ask the man of the 
house to gather ivy with which to 
decorate the home. If he refused, 
she would steal a pair of his 
breeches and hang them on the gate 
on the public highway. He was 
further punished by being debarred 
from the privilege of the mistletoe. 
(Why he’d refuse in the first place 
when he knew what would happen 
to him is a mystery.) 

Next time you enjoy this priv¬ 
ilege of the mistletoe, remember the 
harm this plant did to one man— 
Balder. According to Scandinavian 
mythology, he was promised protec¬ 
tion from harm by all living things 
except the mistletoe. An enemy, 
Loki, learning of this weakness, took 
an arrow made of mistletoe wood 
to the blind Hoder and prevailed 
upon him to kill Balder with it. 
The use of mistletoe today at Christ¬ 
mas time is certainly a far cry from 
this ancient use as a lethal weapon. 

Mistletoe, formerly used in 
churches, was abandoned, together 
with kissing at the services, because 
it was found to encourage the 
younger set to enter into marriage 
early. It was replaced by holly, 
which symbolized the dark, drab 
monotony and the thorny path of 
matrimony. All you future brides, 
take note! ! 

Don’t scoff at these foreign cus¬ 
toms, for remember we ourselves 
aren’t even polite enough to hold the 
door for Santa Claus—he has to 
come down our chimneys. 
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CAREER 

COURSES 


Earn a college degree 
while preparing for one 
or more fields of service 


Teaching, Accounting, Retailing, 
Journalism, Research, Business, 
Secretarial Work, Physical Education. 

Also courses for qualifying certificates in 
Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Podiatry, etc. 

Enroll in Long Island University’s 
February—September Class which 
completes the Freshman Year 
August 26, 1939, saving a term. 
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MERCHANTS & BANKERS 

BUSINESS and SECRETARIAL SCHOOL 

All Commercial Subjects Preparing You for the Modern Business World: 
SECRETARIAL STENOGRAPHY TYPEWRITING STENOTYPE 
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C. F. YOUNG SCHOOL 
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Preparation for all Universities. Re¬ 
gents Exams. Technical Schools. 
WEST POINT and ANNAPOLIS. 
Students individually trained to meet 
college requirements. 


FULLY ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOOL COURSES —CO-ED 
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ing, Bookkeeping and all other busi¬ 
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REASONS FOR 

STUDYING GERMAN 


Dr. Cushman, chairman of the for¬ 
eign language department, in a sur¬ 
vey of the German language, lists 
the following as advantages of the 
language and reasons for studying 
it. 

1. Of all foreign languages, Ger¬ 
man literature is nearest akin to 
English. 

2. The German language is a sis¬ 
ter language of English. 

3. It is the language invaluable 
for science. 

4. It is essential for higher de¬ 
grees. 

5. Students having a knowledge of 
Yiddish have a great advantage, as 
so much Yiddish is founded on Ger¬ 
man vocabulary. 

6. The German Club (Gemutlich- 
keit) is making a study of German 
music this term. It will give an 
auditorium program. 

7. Interscholastic German Glee 
Club. 

8. Everything is non political. 
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